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Abstract

Human progress on the path toward perfection depends on the existence of laws and regulations that properly
govern behavior. These laws must be in harmony with all aspects of the human constitution in order to prevent
deviation from the natural path of development and to ensure accurate discernment of benefits and harms,
which in turn shape human conduct in worldly life. It is well established in both philosophical and theological
disciplines that God, exalted is He, is the Creator of human beings and all contingent beings through His
knowledge, power, and wisdom. He is, therefore, the most knowledgeable — absolutely — about what benefits
and harms humankind. Accordingly, divine wisdom and providence have necessitated that these laws and
rulings be instituted by God Himself, in a manner that takes into account all existential dimensions of the
human being in setting the general framework for conduct, guiding humanity toward its intended perfection
within the brief span of earthly life. However, some claim that divine legislation entails the negation of the role
of human reason and the disabling of the cognitive faculties intrinsic to human nature, including the experiences
and insights through which humans, unlike other creatures, determine practical principles for life. On this
basis, they argue that the authority to legislate should be transferred from the Creator to human reason. This
article, employing a descriptive and analytical methodology, secks to respond to this challenge. It argues that
formulating laws in a way that fulfills the very purpose of human existence in this world necessarily requires
certain characteristics — characteristics that can only be found in the Creator of the universe and humankind.
Thus, the authority to establish practical rulings must lie with God. Far from rendering human reason obsolete,

this perspective affirms its essential role in recognizing and validating divine legislation.
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