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Abstract

The inquiry into the relationship between religion and modern rationality stands as one of the
most significant contemporary philosophical issues and one of the most influential in shaping the
comprehensive existential-cosmological view of contemporary human beings. This relationship
encompasses cognitive and value—based implications that affect one's understanding of existence,
the meaning of life, and the boundaries of reason and its role in organizing both individual and
social experience. Habermas's intellectual project, despite its significance and breadth, reveals a
clear methodological tension between its premises and its conclusions regarding religion. His prior
commitment to secularism led him to adopt a reductionist view that confines religion to partial
social and ethical functions, thereby disregarding and marginalizing its fundamental existential
and cognitive dimensions. Although Habermas's later position evolved toward acknowledging
religion's role in the public sphere, his fundamental theoretical framework within which this
idea is tested remains secular and functional at its core, which prevents understanding religion
as a comprehensive cosmological view. In the context of his analysis of modernity's trajectory,
Habermas contends that religion's position has diminished in the modern era, which forms the
basis for his conception of the relationship between religion and rationality. This article seeks
to expose the deficiencies in this conception by analyzing and critiquing Habermas's arguments.
Through an analytical and critical methodology, the study demonstrates that rationality, in all its

forms and across various domains, remains incapable of replacing religion.
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[Habermas, Postmetaphysical Thinking: Philosophical Essays, p. 51]
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[see: Habermas, Transcendence from Within, Transcendence in this World, p. 299]
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[de Schrijver, Wholeness in Society: A Contemporary Understanding of the Question of Theodicy, p. 202]

o= VY 3l el G J L5 5o Gl iz dl s (e 5o Sy
RO RIS (| DU SR PINPRE S\

) 2l Ay N O (85 1 8a e Ao L5y s 35 gl anal) el )
pailon) 55 80 Olonol by 3 Lol pae D oSS 5l Ao 5151 (5 o
SN SN B ST R U YO DU T SPIYPUN POV IS | SVSC0s T
Boa (3 Ay s o Ty o e g Lo o) as s, das (25 ¢l ol uls olb



18 oo pa S5 3 Ly L Ll ity 55! 5 ol

Lol o3lal 72y €l 53U 205 o0 dael) O3 s ) oSN s ey L)
Szl 5,50 e 03U ey e

Gy V5 gl @3l e (3aS 3l il s Ll 3T Lels sl g el e 80 e
.M\M\QY&WM\P&) ‘MUW\WM\VUJ—&“ (oIl

(Rationalization of Religion) egall 3k (3 U oS o) Ll 56

Sl et e e 8 S el e ) st ) el 5 B Y
L)yt U Vg0 b 095 n el in i s ol s Lgs e eS|
STIE RS WHE O P SRS SO PO SR U PSS A PR S e
Y UoMae J8al

Sty SSSal) Bl Wy igl) o el ol zmad) 3Me Luldslsg) sy
Sl 3 3 s e g Gaall aosas g S ad) syl as T gl Lo oy 5!
255 ¢ ol e dzilin Ll o), 2T 0, bl el ol slde ol
creell ol ey 2o I fims oo Wi Y ) rae o QLS OB o)
a5 e el o 00, a1 3 el B 35

b s o Ukl a1 (Deists) oo M) Blaal Jgmm 3-adhlodin g e
Seadloin L:SUH aS pead) dbaal Bl (s @T ) ."%;_:.,LJ\ =" d! (Ludwig Feuerbach)
B iz Loy gl i) o a8ty iy ol acins LS ol G 3l 2
o S ) s G 1) 95 B e s e 25 g ) St B 33 agd i
A pde S N pled gLl e g (oSS candlsy ol B

[Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life, p. 14]
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[Weber, The Social Psychology of the World Religions, p. 281]
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[Habermas, Toward a Reconstruction of Historical Materialism, p. 163]
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